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DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday, October 1
Cyber Student School Picture 
Session, 5-6:30 p.m. in the HS 
Auditorium

Tuesday, November 3 
No School for Students, Act 80 Day

Monday, November 9
End of First Quarter

Tuesday, November 10 
No School for Students, Staff In-
Service/Clerical Day

Wednesday, November 11
District Closed, Veterans Day

*The Hybrid Group schedule for 
late-September and October 2020 is 
included on page 2 of the Eagle Eye 
E-Newsletter.

Dates are subject to change, and 
information will be shared with 
families and posted on sparksd.org.

PARENT PORTAL 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
ONLINE FORM
Parents/guardians experiencing 
issues with the new PowerSchool 
Parent Portal may complete this 
online form. 

Our staff will assist you as soon as 
possible in the order requests are 
received.

For general information about the 
PowerSchool Parent Portal, click 
here.

SOUTH PARK CYBER ACADEMY PROVIDES A 
COMPLETELY AT-HOME OPTION FOR FAMILIES
As part of its reopening plan for the 2020-2021 school year, the South Park 
School District introduced the South Park Cyber Academy, an at-home 
learning option for families who may not feel comfortable sending their 
children back to a school building. While students aren’t physically in a South 
Park classroom, this new learning environment for students, families and 
teachers delivers district and state-aligned curriculum to students through 
their district-issued Chromebooks.

For high school students, the district has partnered with Waterfront Learning 
to combine the collective resources and supports with the rigor and flexibility 
of a leading national online education provider. 

Students in kindergarten through eighth grade enrolled in the South Park 
Cyber Academy learn the same content as their classmates who attend 
in-person classes from South Park teachers. K-8 cyber academy students 
participate in live, real-time instruction during scheduled classes and 
complete independent learning activities and assignments outside of live 
instruction. The pacing of K-8 cyber academy classes mirrors the pacing of 
in-person classes at South Park Elementary Center and South Park Middle 
School.

Mrs. Melissa Dubyak’s first grade 
classroom looks much different 
than it previously did. There are 
no student desks or backpacks. 
Her first graders do not report to 
her classroom every school day. 
Instead, Mrs. Dubyak connects 
with her students via Zoom. In the 
middle of her room, Mrs. Dubyak 
has assembled a sort-of livestream 
station with a desk, webcam, 
tripod and computer. She checks 
in with her students by watching 
the smartboard at the front of her 
classroom. As the scheduled real-
time instruction begins, her students 
quickly pop up on Zoom and she 
greets them just like she would 
as if they were walking into her classroom. Mrs. Dubyak’s students use their 
Chromebooks and Zoom to access her live instruction, story-time, hands-on 
learning activities and more. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtKaZu8F-KM_Oo3LYKMYC8WR5bJaKRnj8xUfXob9C3z72_vA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtKaZu8F-KM_Oo3LYKMYC8WR5bJaKRnj8xUfXob9C3z72_vA/viewform
http://sparksd.org/cms/one.aspx?portalid=150608&pageid=24330359
http://sparksd.org/cms/one.aspx?portalid=150608&pageid=24330359
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SCHOOL PICTURES FOR 
SOUTH PARK CYBER 
ACADEMY STUDENTS
M&M Photography will be in the 
South Park High School auditorium 
on Thursday, October 1 from 5-6:30 
p.m. to take individual South Park 
Cyber Academy student pictures. 
Interested families should park in the 
back parking lot of the high school 
and enter through Door 17.

Only electronic order forms will be 
accepted. 

Click here for the K-4 Order Form.

Click here for the 5-12 Order Form.

Families may opt to have their 
pictures mailed to them for a charge 
or may pick up their school pictures 
from the school office once they are 
delivered to the district.

HYBRID CALENDAR FOR LATE-SEPTEMBER AND 
OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER 2020
M T W H F

28
A: School 
B: Home

29
A: Home 
B: School

30
A: School 
B: Home

  

OCTOBER 2020
M T W H F

1  
A: Home 
B: School

2 
A: Home 
B: Home

5  
A: School 
B: Home

6  
A: Home 
B: School

7  
A: School 
B: Home

8 
A: Home 
B: School

9
A: Home 
B: Home

12 
A: School 
B: Home

13
A: Home 
B: School

14 
A: School 
B: Home

15
A: Home 
B: School

16 
A: Home 
B: Home

19 
A: School 
B: Home

20
A: Home 
B: School

21 
A: School 
B: Home

22
A: Home 
B: School

23 
A: Home 
B: Home

26
A: School 
B: Home

27
A: Home 
B: School

28
A: School 
B: Home

29
A: Home 
B: School

30
A: Home 
B: Home

*Subject to Change

TRANSPORTATION CHANGE REQUESTS FOR THE 
SECOND QUARTER
Families who opted out of transportation for the first quarter of the school 
year may now submit transportation requests for the start of the second 
quarter (beginning on Thursday, November 12). Parents/guardians who 
now need to schedule transportation for their children for the second 
quarter should complete this transportation change form and email it to 
transportation@sparksd.org by Wednesday, October 28 at 3 p.m. If your child 
is currently assigned to a school bus, no further action needs to be taken. 

Routes and bus assignments may need to change for the second quarter 
based on the number of students scheduled to utilize transportation. 
Changes will be shared with families in early November. 

SOUTH PARK STUDENT-
ATHLETE ADVANCES TO 
WPIAL TENNIS FINALS
Nicole Kempton advanced to the 
championship match of the WPIAL 
Tennis Singles Championships on 
Friday, September 25 and is the 
WPIAL 2A runner-up. South Park’s 
Haley Spitznagel also advanced to 
the WPIAL Singles Championships. 
Congratulations, Nicole and Haley.

Nicole is pictured below at the 
WPIAL Finals with her coach and 
mom, Dawn Kempton.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://form.jotform.com/202514767725156
https://form.jotform.com/202234811269148
http://sparksd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_150524/File/District/Transportation%20Change%20Form.pdf
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SOUTH PARK INTRODUCES NEW SOUTH PARK CYBER ACADEMY
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

This day’s live lesson began with one of Mrs. Dubyak’s star students 
presenting a slideshow to introduce himself to his classmates. He also held 
up one of his favorite toys to the camera during a virtual show-and-tell. Mrs. 
Dubyak then transitioned into a live lesson about fiction and non-fiction 
stories. Students paid close attention as Mrs. Dubyak read them two stories 
and called on individual students for their reactions and thoughts. The class 
then continued Johnny Appleseed week by learning about an apple and 
what makes it a fruit. The afternoon’s live learning concluded with a virtual 
field trip to an apple orchard!

Upstairs at South Park Elementary Center, Mrs. Jessica Miller’s third grade 
students were in a virtual ELA class. Mrs. Miller, much like Mrs. Dubyak, has 
her desk and computer set up in the middle of her classroom so she can see 
her students on her smartboard. During the ELA live lesson through Google 
Meet, Mrs. Miller and her students read a story together from their textbook 
and discussed certain aspects of the story like the plot and vocabulary. 
Students with questions know they are able to raise their hands and Mrs. 
Miller will call on them just like they would in a typical school classroom. The 
only difference is they have to unmute their microphone!

At South Park Middle School, Mr. Stephen Buch took a creative approach to 
involve his cyber academy math students in a fun group activity. Students in 
Mr. Buch’s virtual math class were paired with a student in Mrs. Ferguson’s in-
person math class. The virtual students at home and the in-person students 
in school worked together in Zoom breakout rooms on order of operations 
problems in a quest to get the right combination to unlock a box. If students 
had a question or needed assistance, they could ask Mr. Buch to virtually 
join the breakout room. Collaboration with classmates is still possible and 
provides unique opportunities for South Park Cyber Academy students.

K-8 cyber academy students also benefit from the same rotation of specials 
classes that in-person students do. At the middle school, cyber academy 
students will rotate through health, art, personal fitness, introduction 
to music, applied engineering technology and computer classes. At the 
beginning of the middle school year, Ms. Diana Klein is teaching the virtual 
health class. Through instruction, frequent class discussions and assignments, 
Ms. Klein provides the same learning experience for cyber academy students 
and in-person students. During the most recent virtual health class, Ms. Klein 
taught students about responsible decision making and the steps they can 
take every day to make the best decisions. 

A brand-new educational environment like the South Park Cyber 
Academy may create some challenges; however, it also creates many more 
opportunities for South Park students, families and educators who are quickly 
learning to adapt and excel. Families interested in learning more about the 
South Park Cyber Academy should contact their building principal.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
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FREE MEAL PROGRAM 
FOR SOUTH PARK 
STUDENTS
The Pennsylvania Department 
of Education has approved the 
South Park School District’s request 
to distribute free meals for all 
students who reside in the district. 
The program began on Monday, 
September 21 and will last through 
December 2020 or until funding runs 
out, whichever comes sooner. 

Students who are attending in-
person classes in a South Park school 
are able to receive one (1) free lunch 
each school day from the school 
cafeteria. Students may purchase 
additional lunches; however, only 
one (1) lunch is free per day.

For all South Park students, whether 
they are enrolled in the hybrid 
model or the South Park Cyber 
Academy, the district’s drive-through 
service will be available from1-2 p.m. 
on Mondays and Wednesdays and 11 
a.m. to noon on Fridays at South Park 
High School. In order to better serve 
you and to better plan our meal 
counts, we ask you that you please 
complete an electronic form if you 
will be utilizing the drive-through 
meal service. Families are asked to 
complete one form for each child. 
The deadline to complete the form 
for next-day meals is at 3 p.m. the 
prior business day. A single form can 
be completed for the entire month 
by selecting which days you will be 
picking up meals. The electronic 
form can be found on the food 
services page. 

For more information, visit the food 
services website. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please email  
brandon.smoker@sparksd.org or call 
(412) 655-4189.

VERIFY STUDENT INFORMATION IN THE 
POWERSCHOOL PARENT PORTAL
You are now able to verify your child’s information on record with the district 
online! This process replaces the paper forms sent home at the beginning 
of each school year. You will use the PowerSchool Parent Portal to access 
the form. This process will also help to ensure that we have the correct 
information on record for your child following our transition to PowerSchool. 
Please complete this process as soon as possible.

How do I get started?
Visit sparksd.org and select the PowerSchool Parent Portal icon. From the 
Parent Portal:

1. After logging in, select the student you wish to register along the top.
2. Select the BACK TO SCHOOL UPDATE icon on the left side.
3. Agree to the terms and conditions.
4. Select Begin Forms. 

I can’t remember my login for the PowerSchool Parent Portal.
If you aren’t able to retrieve your login credentials using the “Having trouble 
signing in?” link on the Sign In page, please click here to submit a help 
request form.

Do I have to answer all the questions?
Questions marked with a red asterisk (*) are required. 

What if I make a mistake?
If you would like to make a change prior to submitting the form, you can 
either navigate back to the page using the “Prev” and “Next” buttons or if 
you are on the Review page select the underlined field.  If you have already 
submitted the form you will need to contact your student’s school so they 
can make the changes for you.

I’ve completed the form, now what?
Once you have finished entering your information select “Submit.” This will 
send all of the information you’ve entered to the school. If you cannot select 
this button you will need to make sure that you have answered all required 
questions. Please know that changes will be reviewed before being made in 
our system.

What if I have more than one student in the district? Do I need to do this 
for each child?
Yes. You will need to provide information that is specific to each child.  We 
recommend that you complete and submit one form and then start another.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
http://sparksd.org/departments/south_park_food_services
http://sparksd.org/departments/south_park_food_services
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtKaZu8F-KM_Oo3LYKMYC8WR5bJaKRnj8xUfXob9C3z72_vA/viewform?usp=send_form
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WELCOME TO SOUTH PARK!
At the start of the 2020-2021 school year, the South Park School District 
welcomed four new teachers. These teachers’ experience and passion will 
benefit students throughout the district.

The South Park School District welcomes:

Rachel Potts – Speech/Language Pathologist
Christie Schwilm – Middle School Special Education Teacher
Jason Sinicrope – High School Business Education Teacher
Eric Wisler – High School Technology Education Teacher

SOUTH PARK GOLFER 
ADVANCES TO WPIAL 
FINALS
Senior Joey Toth has qualified for 
the WPIAL Individual Golf Finals 
which will take place this week at 
Allegheny Country Club. Good luck, 
Joey!

EAGLES HOME GAMES 
LIVESTREAMED
Cheer on the Eagles during their 
home games at Eagle Stadium and 
South Park High School by watching 
live on the NFHS Network. All South 
Park home games are free with a free 
account through the NFHS Network. 
Go to NFHSNetwork.com and create 
a free account then search for South 
Park High School. Live, upcoming 
and on-demand games will be 
listed, and you can watch on your 
computer or smartphone. Go Eagles!

South Park School District • 2005 Eagle Ridge Drive • South Park, PA 15129 • (412) 655-3111 
The South Park School District’s mission is to provide an educational atmosphere where all students have opportunities to discover their talents, develop their 

abilities and achieve the expectations embedded in our educational program to become responsible and productive members of society.

The South Park School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or any other legally protected classification in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state and federal laws including Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972,  

Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act.

Board of Directors
John Innocenti, President • Frank Wentzel, Vice President • Lorraine Blackburn •  Mark Depretis 

Angela Girol • Wayne Perry • Nicholas Rudolph • Patrick Sable, Treasurer • Norman Solomon

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict

